The number of known species of Orthoptera from around the world is about 20,000, out of which 1,750 species (nearly 8.75%) are known from India (Tandon & Hazra, 1998) . Majority of the species are tropical but are also well represented in temperate areas. Vertically, they are found from sea level to the high altitudes in the Himalaya (Bhowmik & Rui 1982; Mehta et al., 2002; Shishodia et al., 2002) .
Here we present a total of 42 species collected from the Roper wetland, Punjab, India, by different survey parties of the Zoological Survey of India, Solan, between May 2000 and June 2002. This collection accounts for 2.46% of the total orthopteran fauna of India and consists of 38 genera, under 12 families and under super families Acridoidea (Short-horned Grasshopper), Tettigoniidae (Long-horned Grasshopper), Tetrigodes (Grouse-locusts) and Gryloidea (Crickets).
The Roper wetland (30 0 57'N & 76 0 31'E) an area of ca. 14km 2 , came into being in the year 1952 as a result of construction of a small barrage on the river Sutlej primarily for irrigation and drinking purposes. It is located ca. 40km from Chandigarh near the National Highway 21 (Ambala to Leh) at an elevation of 275m. The wetland is mainly fed from river Sutlej and also from the discharge channel of Guru Gobind Singh Super Thermal Power Plant (GGSSTPP). Although the water level is maintained, some swampy areas are found in the surroundings. Climatically, the area falls under semi-arid zone of Punjab with a mean annual rainfall of 151.8cm. The southwest monsoon occurs here from end of June up to September. The area has distinct summer months and the temperature varies from 41 0 C in summer to 2 0 C in winter. 
